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	[bookmark: _GoBack]Brief Description of Research Project
	Congress seeks to make informed judgments of our national transportation system.  This project will provide Congress with a summary of small railroad capital investment requirements and the financial options available to meet those needs.  This research will directly respond to Congress, via the Federal Railroad Administration, and provide current investment and financial market information.

This research is particularly important to understanding the capital investment issues for small railroads in rural and agricultural areas.  Rural and agricultural area small railroads are vital for maintaining the connectivity of the national economy.

In addition to the summary of small railroad investment needs, the analysis of non-Federal government capital sources will respond to these questions: 1) What funding sources are available, 2) How much funding is available, 3) Is any funding process limiting to small railroad participation, and 4) Are small railroads needs being met?
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