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Brief Description of 
Research Project 

The road user cost can be used to determine contracting mechanisms, 
incentives, and disincentives for construction time, and travel control 
strategies, project phasing, staging, and timeline that best balance 
construction costs with costs of delay to travelers and freight.  The 
goal of this project is to evaluate different Road User Costs (RUC) 
estimation methods being utilized across the nation by state 
departments and agencies and recommend appropriate RUC method 
and tools to SDDOT with the objective of developing a standardized 
worksheet for use across the multiple offices.  Regional agency 
practices regarding unit cost would also be reviewed and used to 
establish a procedure to keep unit costs up-to-date.  Formulation of a 
RUC worksheet for SDDOT use with the proposed methodology and 
procedures to maintain current units cost data would be documented 
in a user manual.   
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